REPORT FOR 2017
TeacherSimon.org is a charity initiative founded by
Simon Luttrell, an English teacher at ILBC School,
Naypyidaw.
The purpose of TeacherSimon.org is to provide
English language teaching and learning resources to
disadvantaged children at orphanages, monastic and
government schools, to enable Myanmar teachers of
English and their students to improve their English listening and speaking
skills.
TeacherSimon.org receives few donations or external funding. All resources,
such as software, SD memory cards, alphabet flashcards, story books, text
books, dictionaries, posters etc are funded directly by Mr Luttrell, using a
portion of his teaching salary from his employment at ILBC School.
Below is a summary of the donations and developments of TeacherSimon.org
during 2017. (Simon makes regular visits to each orphanage to check on their
progress and needs, and he is regularly alerted to other orphanages which are
in need of teaching/learning resources).

'Teacher Simon' Mobile Application

Background :
In 2012, Simon wrote and presented a paper at the 'Into ICT' conference in
Yangon, where he spoke about the importance of E-Learning and M-Learning
(mobile learning) for Myanmar students. In that presentation, he also
commented that it was currently not possible to launch these types of
applications, due to the lack of cheap, internet access, lack of mobile network
coverage and the cost of mobile phones and SIM cards.
Fast-forward to 2017, and now there are 3 mobile networks in Myanmar, with
nationwide coverage and low-cost mobile phones and SIM cards. Simon's wish
to provide an M-Learning application was now feasible.
Action :
Simon sub-contracted the writing of an Android application to an experienced
software coder based in the UK. The 'TeacherSimon' Android app was then
launched on Google Playstore in December 2017. This free mobile app
provides teachers with easy access to English practice audio files, including
audio for the Myanmar school English readers, story books, grammar &
vocabulary practice, as well as audio/photo and audio/video English files.

'Teacher Simon' Standalone Desktop Application

Background :
Although a number of orphanages and schools have desktop or laptop
computers for use by their students, these computers usually do not have
English language learning software installed, either because of the cost of the
software, or because no suitable software package is identified or available, or
because most educational programs require reliable and fast internet access –
which is often not the case at these orphanages and schools.
Action :
In December 2017, Simon (who is an experienced software coder), wrote a
local browser application that can be installed on each computer and does not
require internet access. This application provides access to local files to
practice English, including audio and video stories, grammar files,
pronunciation files, government English reader files and English word games,
such as 'Spelling Bee' and 'Hangman'.
The application has recently been installed on computers at Mine Thauk
Orphanage and PPH Home for Disabled Children & Adults. Further installations
are planned in 2018.

Name :

SaMa Mountain Orphanage

Location :

Lewe, Naypyidaw Union Territory

Status :

Home for 800 orphaned and poor boys and girls

Age :

From newborn - 18 years old

Background :
This is a very large orphanage and children's home, located a few miles from
the small town of Lewe. The children are cared for by the monks and local
community volunteers. There is a monastic school on-site.
Action :
I work every Saturday as a volunteer English teacher at the orphanage, Lewe,
(unless I am visiting orphanages in Shan State). I have donated bilingual
story-books, text-books, grammar books and dictionaries, as well as library
shelves and English vocabulary posters.

Name :

Sasana Yaung Orphanage

Location :

Nyaung Shwe, Shan State

Status :

Home for 70 orphaned boys

Age :

From 5 - 18 years old

Background :
The boys receive basic curriculum education from the monks and volunteer
teachers, but are very weak in understanding and speaking English. Many of
the younger boys are also weak in Myanmar-sa, because they come from
ethnic backgrounds (Pa'O, Shan, Intha etc).
The welfare of the children is supported by Children do Matter (UK) charity,
whose funding includes provision of 2 women to clean and care for the boys.
Action :
I donated bilingual story books, phonics readers, alphabet flashcards and
English and Myanmar-sa letter practice exercise books.
Plan for 2018 :
A computer building is under construction, and computers will be donated by a
foreign charity. When these are in place, I will install my educational software,
including Maths and Science applications.

Name :

Daw Gyi Orphanage

Location :

Taunggyi, Shan State

Status :

Home for 150 orphaned & poor children

Age :

From 5 - 18 years old

Background :
This orphanage is located in the centre of Taunggyi, and is home to about 150
children. Due to it's location, the orphanage is regularly visited by tourists and
charities, who donate for the welfare of the children. However, no charity
manages the educational needs of the children, who attend the local
government school. The orphanage has no computers.
Action :
I donated story books, phonics readers, English vocabulary posters, alphabet
flashcards, dictionaries and a mobile phone SD card (pre-loaded with English
audio files)
Plan for 2018 :
Donation of 2 laptops with my English educational software, including Maths
and Science applications.

Name :

PPH Home for Disabled Children & Adults

Location :

Taunggyi, Shan State

Status :

Home for disabled children and adults

Age :

From newborn - 70 years old

Background :
This orphanage is home to 30 children and adults who are physically and/or
mentally disabled. Many of the children use wheelchairs because they have
polio. Some are blind.
The home has 6 old desktop computers, but no educational software.
Action :
I have donated bilingual story books and dictionaries, as well as physiotherapy equipment to help the children strengthen their muscles.
I have installed my English learning software on the home's computers.
Plan for 2018 :
Upgrading of the desktop educational software to include Maths and Science
applications.

Name :

Brother Felice Orphanage

Location :

Nyaung Shwe, Shan State

Status :

Orphanage for 20 girls and 10 boys

Age :

From 5 – 16 years old

Background :
This orphanage is located close to the centre of Nyaung Shwe, and receives
regular visits and support from tourists and charities. The orphanage has a
library, but on inspection, many of the books are not relevant to the children's
education. The children go to the local school, but lacked support text-books.
Surprisingly, there are no computers at this orphanage.
Action :
I donated bilingual story books, alphabet flashcards, dictionaries, mobile phone
SD memory card (pre-loaded with English audio files)and grade 9 biology,
Chemistry, Physics, Maths & English text-books, English vocabulary posters. I
also donated 3 text-books to teach them about art and drawing biological
diagrams. I also teach English to the children during my visits.
Plan for 2018 :
Donation of 3 laptops with my English educational software, including Maths
and Science applications.

Name :

Mine Thauk Orphanage

Location :

Mine Thauk, Inle Lake, Shan State

Status :

Orphanage for 44 girls and 30 boys

Age :

From 9 – 16 years old

Background :
This orphanage receives welfare support from other charities, (such as
clothing, clean water supply etc), but had no provision for support of the
children's English language education. The boys and girls attend the local
government school. There are 20 laptop computers (donated 4 years ago by
the Dutch charity Care for Children, but with no educational software.
Action :
I donated phonics readers, alphabet flashcards, grade 9 biology, Chemistry,
Physics, Maths & English text-books, and English vocabulary posters.
I also wrote and installed an English practice/English word games software
program on the 20 laptops at the orphanage.
Plan for 2018 :
Upgrading of the laptop educational software to include Maths and Science
applications.

Name :

Htet Eian Monastic School

Location :

Nyaung Shwe, Shan State

Status :

Monastic school for 79 girls and 61 boys

Age :

From 2 – 16 years old

Background : The children are taught a basic curriculum by the monks and
volunteers, but are very weak at understanding and speaking English. Many of
the younger children are also weak at Myanmar-sa. The children live at the
monastery in very basic accommodation. There are no computers or school
books.
Action :
I donated English and Myanmar alphabet writing practice books, bilingual story
books, alphabet flashcards, English vocabulary posters, phonics readers,
dictionaries and grade 9 biology, Chemistry, Physics, Maths & English textbooks. I also provide English lessons during my visits.
Plan for 2018 :
A computer room is under construction. When this is completed, I plan to 4
laptop computers preloaded with Microsoft Office, educational software for
Maths and Science and my English practice software.

Name :

Saint Agnes Orphanage

Location :

Kalaw, Shan State

Status :

Children's home for 28 girls

Age :

From 7 – 17 years old

Background : The girls attend local government school, but are very weak at
understanding and speaking English. The older girls study science subjects at
school, but have problems to understand the complex English in their textbooks. The orphanage has no computer.
Action :
I donated English and Myanmar alphabet writing practice books, bilingual story
books, alphabet flashcards, English vocabulary posters, phonics readers,
dictionaries, mobile phone SD memory card (preloaded with English audio
files) and grade 9 biology, Chemistry, Physics, Maths & English text-books. I
also donated a bluetooth loudspeaker system with memory card preloaded
with English audio files.
Plan for 2018 :
Donation of 2 laptop computers preloaded with Microsoft Office, educational
software for Maths and Science and my English practice software.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
There are many orphanages and children's homes throughout Myanmar. Many
are supported by Christian or Buddhist benefactors, and some are secular.
Approximately 70% of the children who stay in these orphanages are not
orphans, but have one or two living parents or close family members. However,
many families live in poverty and are unable to provide an acceptable level of
welfare and education for their offspring.
They therefore place the child in an orphanage or monastic school, where they
are able to live in a safe environment, receive daily food, have at least one set
of clothes to wear (but many times without shoes), have somewhere dry and
warm to sleep, and can socialise with other children.
If the orphanage has sufficient funds, the children may attend the local
government school, (although nominally 'free', payments and expenses, such
as for school uniform, school books, lunch and transport are still required to
attend government school).
In some countries, notably in Cambodia, there are a number of 'fake'
orphanages, who sole purpose is to elicit financial donations from naive
tourists. Such places do not (yet) exist in Myanmar – the children who stay in
these orphanages are all in need of welfare and education support, and their
carers (monks, nuns and private individuals) are genuine in their desire to help
the children.
UNICEF recommends that children who are not orphans should return to live
with their parents or extended family. This is an ideal solution, but sadly one

that is currently difficult to implement in Myanmar.
Children who reach the age of 18 years must leave the orphanage – the only
exception is if they are attending college. Therefore, it is important that these
children have the best chance of gaining employment or entering college by
the age of 18.
The purpose of TeacherSimon.org is to improve the children's ability to
understand and to speak English. Myanmar children who attend school usually
have a reasonable competence in reading and writing English, but lack
speaking skills.
This is primarily because their teachers also lack fluency in spoken English,
because it is very difficult to practice with a Native English Speaker (very few
foreign teachers work in Myanmar), or to locate relevant language resources.
By providing both teachers and students with suitable English language
resources, TeacherSimon.org strives to improve the competence of the
teachers to tutor their students in spoken English. This will improve the
children's knowledge of spoken English, thus enhancing their employment
prospects in sectors such as hotels, restaurants, tour-guides, taxi driver etc.

